INTRODUCTION
During the summer of 1994, two ice breakers (USCGC Polar Sea and CCGS Louis S. St. Laurenf) crossed the central Arctic Ocean to investigate the role of the Arctic Ocean in global change. During this cruise, known as the Arctic Ocean Section (AOS) (Aagaard, and others, 1996, Wheeler, 1997) , 18 box cores were collected.
This report contains the benthic foraminiferal census data from nine box cores (Table 1) . Additional data from some of these box cores, including stable isotope data and AMS 14C dates, are presented in Poore and others (in press). 
METHODS

Sediment sampling and processing
Mark II box cores (40 x 40 x 60 cm) were collected along a transect from the Chukchi Sea to the Nansen Basin (Fig.  1 ). After recovery, each box core was subsampled by inserting several 10 cm diameter plastic core liner tubes into the box cores. In the foraminiferal laboratory of the USGS, the plastic tubes were split into archive and working halves and sampled at 1 cm intervals. The sediment samples were oven dried at < 50° C then weighed to determine the dry sediment weight. The samples were soaked with a dilute calgon solution and agitated for one hour to assist in disagregation, then wet sieved at 63 um. The washed residue was oven dried at < 50° C, then dry sieved at 125 um and 2000 um. Each size fraction was weighed and placed into three labeled vials.
Benthic foraminifers were hand picked from the size fraction of >125um. In foraminifer-rich samples a representative subsample of approximately 300 specimens was obtained with a microsplitter. However, in most samples the entire fraction of > 125pm was examined for foraminifers. The benthic foraminifers were placed on standard 60 square micropaleontological slide then sorted by species and glued. Identification of the benthic foraminifer species was made using standard literature. The taxonomy of Loeblich and Tappan (1988, 1994) was followed. Additional information about the benthic foraminiferal taxonomy is reported in Osterman and others (in press). A taxonomic list of species is presented in Appendix I.
RESULTS
The benthic foraminifer census data for six box cores B-8, B-16, B-17, B-19, B-20, B-28, B-32 are presented in Tables 2  through 8. The two additional box cores,  94-B-30 and 94-B-31, were barren of  foraminifers. However, foraminifers were recovered in the surface sediment samples at these two locations (Osterman and others, in press). Tables 2 through 8 also record the dry weight of sample and the split of sample, if any, examined for foraminifera.
The actual counts of benthic foraminifera that were identified in each box core are recorded. If a species name is not listed it was not identified in the particular box core. 253  388  284  456  126  121  46  36  83  56  56  178  313  258  404  135  59  36  9  2  32  326  202  196  340  546  323  149  22  36  9  18  59  46 
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